126                       ENTERTAINING  GANBH1
It seemed that at last, British
were really taking their Indian responsibility
seriously.   Members of Parliament were beginning
to            that the fate of 350,000,000 human beings
to a great extent upon them.   The old
reproach  that  the opening of an  Indian  debate
empty benches in the House had vanished.
Publishers* reported that the public were actually
buying           about India.   M.P.s. were presented
with            of other books than " Mother India."
We all felt
Then came an election. It needs a strong imagina-
to turn one's thoughts away from one's own
impending bankruptcy in order to consider a situa-
tion so far distant as seven thousand miles. Also
it soon became apparent that the more one studied
it, the more intricate it proved. Take this Un-
touchable question^ for instance. At first it seemed
clear that Mr. Gandhi was the Untouchables*
champion. Had he not worked for them for ten
years? Did he not offend all the Brahmin's canons
of                      by adopting one of them into his
family?   Had we not heard over and over
of the many schools for Untouchables set up
by Ms                in various cities?   And was it not
the old curse was breaking down at
schools were being run by Brahmins
all by eating^ sleeping and living with their
Was it not constantly reported in the Press
all                   how when he was on tour^ the most
for keeping Untouchables apart
the meetings  were Ignored  by Mr*